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The Functional Independence English Language Arts Assessments for grades 3 
through 8 were administered for the ýrst time in fall 2005. Beginning with this 
administration, the Ofýce of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) 
will release a portion of the items that were administered in each grade each 
year. This booklet contains released items from the fall 2005 administration and 
is intended to be used by districts to assist in their interpretation of item analysis 
data. The information contained in this booklet may also be used by schools, 
teachers, and parents as a resource for understanding the content and format of 
the assessment items. In addition to MI-Access training materials and Extended 
Grade Level Content Expectations (EGLCE), the released items may also have 
utility in informing decisions related to instruction, curriculum, and assessment. 
These items are not secure and may be copied and distributed as needed.

The table below lists the number of core and released items from the fall 2005 
assesment booklets. Core items are those that count toward studentsô scores. 
All released items in this booklet were selected from the pool of core items that 
appeared on the assessment. 

Functional Independence - English Language Arts

Assessment Component
Number of
Core Items

Number of Released 
Items

Part 1 Accessing Print: Word 
Recognition

20 4

Part 2 Accessing Print: Text 
Comprehension

3 passages/ 7 items 
each

1 passage/ 
7 items

Part 3 Expressing Ideas 1 prompt 1 prompt

MICHIGAN STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE OF COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL LAW

The Michigan State Board of Education complies with all Federal laws and regulations prohibiting 
discrimination and with all requirements and regulations of the U.S. Department of Education.  It 
is the policy of the Michigan State Board of Education that no person on the basis of race, color, 
religion, national origin or ancestry, age, sex, marital status, or handicap shall be discriminated 
against, excluded from participation in, denied the beneýts of, or otherwise be subjected to 
discrimination in any program or activity for which it is responsible or for which it receives 
ýnancial assistance from the U.S. Department of Education.

CopyrightÉ 2006, held by the State Administrative Board, State of Michigan. All rights reserved. Printed in 
U.S.A. Permission is granted to schools, parents, government agencies and non-proýt organizations 
in Michigan to reproduce and distribute this document for non-commercial use in helping Michigan 
educators and other citizens in interpreting and using the MI-Access assessment results.

For all instances other than identiýed in the previous paragraph, no part of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior permission from the Ofýce of Educational Assessment 
and Accountability.
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PART 1
ACCESSING PRINT: WORD RECOGNITION

DIRECTIONS: Look at the picture. Then, choose the word that BEST
tells about the picture.
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 R1 Students are riding on the bus. It is important that they         the bus 
safety rules. 

A write 

B drive 

C follow

 R2 Using coupons can help save money. A coupon makes the          lower. 

A taste

B color 

C price

 R3 Ben is          how to play hockey. He takes lessons at the ice rink in his 
town. 

A starting 

B learning 

C skating 
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 R4 Mel is paying for a new music CD at the register. He          his money and 
then gives it to the cashier. 

A counts

B listens

C tells 
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Do not continue until instructed to do so.
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DIRECTIONS: Read the passage. Then, answer the questions that 
follow. Choose the BEST answer for each question. 

PART 2 

ACCESSING PRINT: TEXT COMPREHENSION
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Released Passage

A Healthy Plan

Mark decided to try out for his schoolôs football team. He knew he needed to 
get into better shape ýrst. Mark wanted to learn how to eat right and exercise. 
He asked the football coach to help him make a ýtness plan.

The coach told Mark how to exercise. He showed him how to stretch his 
body before starting any exercise. He explained that stretching helps bodies get 
ready to work. People can hurt themselves if they exercise without stretching 
ýrst. The coach also told Mark to get exercise in different ways. This would help 
him stay interested in exercising and not quit. Mark made a list of some ways he 
could exercise. Mark put riding bicycles, running, and swimming on the list.

The coach also talked to Mark about eating the right foods. He told Mark 
that he should drink plenty of water every day. Bodies cannot work without 
enough water. When people are active they need even more water than usual. 
Mark asked the coach what foods he should eat. The coach told him that 
different foods help bodies in different ways. The best plan was to eat many 
different kinds of food. He also advised him to check with his parents and his 
doctor. These people could help Mark plan what to eat each day.

Mark had learned a lot. He couldnôt wait to begin his new exercise plan.
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 R5 What is one lesson of this passage? 

A Exercise and healthy eating are important.

B Playing football is really fun.

C Stretching is bad for your body.

 R6 This passage is mostly about 

A how to play football.

B where to exercise.

C how to be healthy.

 R7 Who helped Mark make an exercise plan? 

A the librarian

B the coach

C the principal



MI-Access Fall 2005 Ofýcial Released Items  10 GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

Functional Independence Grade 6 English Language Arts Released Item Booklet

 R8 In this passage, the word ýtness means 

A exercising in different ways.

B drinking only water.

C going to the doctor.

 R9 In this passage, what did the coach say you should do before exercising? 

A ride a bicycle

B stretch your body

C play football

 R10 At the end of this passage, how did Mark feel about his plan? 

A excited

B worried

C tired


